JFK tapes show criticism 
for refusal to Invade Cuba 


By Peter J. Howe 

GLOBE STAFF 


Tapes of secretly recorded 
White House conversations re- 
leased yesterday show that Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy resisted 
intense pressure from his mili- 
tary advisers to bomb and invade 
Cuba during the missile crisis 34 
years ago this week. 

Blasting Kennedy’s patient, 
cautious approach, the Air Force 
chief, Gen. Curtis LeMay, told 
the president at a White House 
meeting on Oct. 19, 1962, “This is 
almost as bad as the appeasement 
at Munich,” and declared that 
Kennedy’s refusal to invade Cuba 
would certainly embolden the So- 
viets to take Berlin. 


Kennedy, whose father, Am- 
bassador Joseph P. Kennedy, was 
a leading supporter of England’s 
1938 efforts to placate Nazi Ger- 
many and avoid war, pointedly ig- 
nored the remark, in one of sev- 
eral moments revealed on 15 V 2 
hours of tapes that could reshape 
historians’ accounts of a critical 
time in Kennedy’s presidency. 

Smaller batches of tapes re- 
leased in 1994 revealed that Ken- 
nedy had spurned US congres- 
sional leaders’ urgings for a Cu- 
ban invasion and provided 
glimpses into his agonized specu- 
lations that he could trigger the 
“final failure” of nuclear war with 
the Soviets. 

The Cuban missile crisis is 
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^ TAPES cation with the Nazi appeasement effort. “I would fair trade.” Ultimately Kennedy agreed to such a 


